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16"September 2019 Dainik Savera Times
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New Delhi/Hindi

oMo 1?1

T I A IR

Headline: Sugar, Alcohol and Tourism together created employment for
nearly 80 million people in India in 2018, says Pahle India Foundation
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15"September 2019

The Sunday Standard 13

New Delhi/English

THE SUNDAY STANDARD

‘Liquor sales in India to
triple by 2022, but red
tape binds the industry’

ARSHAD KHAN

WITH change in demograph-
ics, improvement in stand-
ards of living and higher dis-
posable incomes, the annual
consumption of alcoholic
beverages in India would
reach 16.8 billion litres by the
end of 2022 from 5.9 billion
litres in 2018, accordingto the
estimates of an Independent
market research report.

The Pahle India Founda-
tion report on Ease of Doing
Business, however, points out
that the alcoholic-beverages
industry in the country faces
a myriad of restrictive

ances to do business. “Differ-
ent tax regimes, price deter-
mination models, regulations
and levels of openness have
resulted in India having 36
different markets for alcohol,
instead a unified one,” said
the report, examining busi-
ness practices of 10 states.
Not having a uniform tax
structure also hampers Ease
of Doing Business as the sec-
tor continues to be taxed ac-
cording to the previous tax re-
gime. The study points out that
many a time, state govern-
ments hike taxes to fund their
other initiatives. “State excise

. departiments have two ma-

policies and complex, jor objectives while for-
excessive regulation. mulating their excise
The report said that policies — to curb pro-
despite the growing duction, sale and con-
significance of the sumption of illicit
sector since 1990s, its liquor; and to maxim-
potential to generate ise their revenues,
revenues for the Frequent and ad hoc
states, and therecent  Differenttax  4jy.6 iy guty make it
importance given to m difficult for manufac-
improving Ease of models, turers and distillers
BusinessinIn-  ggulationsand 10 plan business. ow-
dia, the industry is levels of ing to uncertainty in
rarely awarded the opennesshave cost of production.
same importance resvitedinindia Continuityinpaolicies
that other manufac- having 36 s key to ease of doing
turing sectors get. markats for business,” it said.
Budget estimates for mh‘::' 2 price determina-
the total excise reve- tion by state govern-
nue generated by the Pahle india ments continues to
alcoholic-beverages  Foundationreport be a major road-

industry alone in

2019-20 is to the tune of T1.4
lakh crore, an increase of 15
per cent from last year’s re-
vised estimates.

Moreover, being a state sub-
Ject, the industry has to deal
with multiple authorities to
get a large number of clear-

block. In thisrespect,
India is an outlier; all coun-
tries impose regulations on
this sector, but barring India,
no country demands price
hikes (and cuts) have to be ap-
proved and granted by states,
the report notes.

A large numberof time-con-
suming license requirements,
most of them being done man-
ually and offline, are impact-
ing functioning of the busi-
ness. For example, a
production unit
in Maharashtra
needs to obtain
over 10900 Ii-
cences annu-

ally from dif-
ferent
agencies to
do S,




Date Publication Page no | Edition/Language

14"September 2019 The Hindu Business Line 13 All Edition/English

® THEZ O RHINDLU

BusinesslLine

States must work to improve nation’s ‘Doing Business’ rank: Kant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Deihi September 13

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant
on Friday called upon States to
relax regulations for sugar, al-
cohol beverages and tourism
sectors to help improve the
country’s 'Doing Business'
ranking.

Kant said that tourism, alco-
hol-beverages and sugar indus-
tries have the potential to
generate jobs and fuel India's
growth story.

The Government, at best, can
be a facilitator, a catalyst, he
said, adding that wealth cre-
ation has to be done by the
private sector and there is a
need to do away with all these
rules and regulations.

Kant was speaking at the
launch Ease of Doing Business
in India report based on a case

study of sugar, alcohol-bever-
age and tourism industries.
While pointing out that In-
dia looks toimprove the ‘ease of
business’ ranking to top 30 in
the next two years, Kant said
improvement at the State level
Is needed to achieve the target.
“Much of the investment,
much of the decision making,
much of what happensin India
happens inStatesand therefore
we need to make States easy
and simple," he explained. In-

of rules and regulation proced-
ures and actually there are sev-
eral sectors which are still
persistent with the inspector
raj," he explained.

“A very little of digitisation
has taken place in these sectors
and this Is critical, particularly
forareas such assugarandalco-
beverages, as these are sectors
where India has to grow. For
tourism to grow, you need con-
version of many of these sec-
tors.”

dia ranks 77" the World Bank's
latest Doing Business report, Sugar sector
While acknowledgi Speaking on the sugar sector,

g im-
provement by States in their
rankings at the national level,
he pointed out that some of the
sectors are still heavily con-
trolled by them.

“There is a massive amount
of control by the States in terms

he highlighted the Centre has
taken many steps to support
the segment but States have
trifled with the industry. “I still
feel that the State governments
have dabbled with the sugar in-
dustry in a terrible way. In

Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog

many-many ways, they are
making itcommercially non-vi-
able. Therefore a lot of freedom
is necessary, some of the issues
have been pointed out in this
report,” he said.

“As sugarcane industry
grows and prospers, Indian
economy will grow and
prosper, farmers will benefit

and therefore a lot of flexibility
in ease of doing biz is neces-
sary," headded.

Abinash Verma, Director-
General of Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA), said there is
aneed to look at the sector with
an open mind. He said the gov-
ernment forces sugar mills to
buy cane at higher prices from
farmers which makes Indian
sugar export uncompetitive in
the global market.

On the alcoholb ges in-

Value Chain Approach for Ease
of Doing Business: A Case Study
of Sugar, Alco-Bev and Tourism'
done by Pahle India Founda-
tion said these three industries
together provided employ-
menttoabout 8 crore peoplein
2018. Ithas recommended over-
hauling of state excise prac-
tices, including moving from
offline systems to online, along
with several other policy meas-
ures for improving Ease of Do-

dustry, Kant said the sector is
poised to grow rapidly as Indi-
ans are travelling more aboard
and want good quality liquor.
Besides, the increase in dispos-
able income, rising middle
class and aspirations of young
people will drive demand for
the liquorindustry.

The report ‘An Integrated

ing and GDPs of States,

‘The report recommends that
in place of following the gen-
eric method of ranking, a sec-
toral approach should be
adopted.

“This will allow the States to
pick sectors that are the most
important to them, and take
measures to reform those on a
priority basis,” the report said.
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‘States Need to do
Away With Huge
Regulations for
Sugar, Alco-Bev’

PressTrustofindia

New Delhi: NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant on Friday cal-
led upon states to ease regula-
tions for sugar, alcohol beve-
rages and tourism sectors to
help improve the country's
Doing Business ranking.
Kant highlighted that tou-
rism, alcohol-beverages and
sugar industries have the po-
tential to generate jobs and fu-
el India'sgrowth story.

Government at bestcan be a
facilitator, a catalyst, he no-
ted, adding that wealth crea-
tion has to be done by the pri-
vate sector and therefore, the-
re is a need todo away with all
these rules and regulations
which have been amassed
over the years.
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14"September 2019

Business Standard

04

All Edition/English

IMPROVING EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

Business Standard

Think tank moots sector-based model

INDIVIAL DHASMANA
New Delhi, 13 September

Pahle India Foundation, a poli-
cy thinktank, has come out with
its model of ease of doing busi-
ness, which is different from
those compiled by the World
Bank and the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT). The
foundation said the rankings by
the World Bank and the DPIIT
on ease of doing business have
not led to discernible differ-
ences in the economic condi-
tions at the ground level.

“In fact, studies state that
there is an insignificant, even
if positive, impact of ease of
doing business parameters on
either economic growth or on
investment per se,” the founda-

tion said in a statement.

While the World Bank’s
ranking rests on ease of doing
business in Mumbai and Delhi,
the DPIIT’s is based on reforms
done in states.

However, the foundation in
its study said ease of doing busi-
ness should rest on sectors that
contribute most tothe revenues
of the states concerned. The
study, released by NITI Aayog
Chief Executive Officer Amitabh
Kant, proposed an integrated
value chain approach so that
inter-linkages of these sectors
can be tapped to benefit states.
It was Kant who initiated rank-
ing of states in terms of ease of
doingbusiness as then DIPP sec-
retary (DPIIT was known as
DIPP then).

In its case study, the foun-

"Much of the
investment, much
of the decision
making, much of
what happens in
India happens in

states and
therefore we need
to make states
easy and simple,"

AMITABH KANT,
Chief Executive,
NITI Aayog

dation assesses ease of doing
business in the integrated sec-
tors of sugar, alcohol beverages
and tourism. Itsaid these three
sectors created employment for
80 million in India in 2018 and
that the integrated value chain
approach to ease of doing busi-

ness will lead to more quantifi-
able gains and higher contribu-
tion of the business sectors to
state gross domestic products.

Nirupama Soundararajan, a
co-author of the study, said a
sector-specific approach to ease
of doing business will allow

states to implement immediate
reforms in sectors that are most
crucial to their economy.
Citing an example, she
said by merely reducing the
time taken to grant approvals
for restaurants from nine
months to three months, the
states will accrue an addi-
tional revenue of ¥38.76 crore,
and the sugar millers/dis-
tillers will receive an addi-
tional revenue of %51 lakh,
which could potentially find
its way towards payment of
dues of sugarcane cultivators.
“The purpose of these calcu-
lations is to show that by mere-
ly reducing the amount of time
forissuing licence, and the gov-
ernment incurs no expense in
doing so, there is a significant
economic gain,” she said.
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The Financial Express

15

All Edition/English

i THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

Kant asks
states to ease
regulations for
sugar, liquor
industries

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, September 13

NITI AAYOG CEO Amitabh
Kant on Friday called upon
states to ease regulations for
sugar, alcohol beverages and
tourismsectorstohelpimprove
the country’s Doing Business
ranking. Kant highlighted that
tourism,alcohol-beveragesand
sugarindustrieshave the poten-
tial to generate jobs and fuel
India’s growth story.

Government atbest canbea
facilitator, a catalyst, he noted,
adding that wealthcreation has
to bedone by the private sector
and therefore, there isa needto
doaway with all these rules and
regulations which have been
amassed over theyears.

Kant was speaking at the
launch Easeof Doing Business in
India report based upona case
studyof sugar, al cohol-beverage
and tourism industries.

While noting that India
looks to improve the ease of
businessranking totop 30 inthe
nexttwoyears, Kant pointed out
that improvement at the state-
level is needed to achieve the
target.“Much of theinvestment,
much of the decision making,
much of whathappensin India
happens in states and therefore
weneed to make stateseasyand
simple,” he explained. India
ranks 77ththe Wordd Bankslat-
est Doing Businessreport.
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The Indian Express

15

All Edition/English

+ The Indian EXPRESS

Outdated laws hampering sugar sector

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Dethi

OUTDATED laws and rigid li-
censing norms are impacting
the growth potential of three
sectors — sugar, tourism and
alcohol-beverage, which had
provided eight crore jobs in In-
dia last year, said a study by
Pahle India Foundation. While
the Central government has
been proactive in weeding out
outdated laws and practices,
there hasn’t been much push
from state governments, it said.

The study said that an alco-
holic beverage manufacturer
needs 50 brand registrations to
sell five products in 10 states
and the process of getting a la-
bel registered may take any-

Suggestions to uplift

It has suggested overhauling
of state excise practices,
including moving from
offline to online system with
several policy measures

where between 30-60 days.
Moreover, the process for re-
newing licensing and getting
registrations are done offline
in many states and there is a
lack of coordination between
State Excise, Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
and other departments on what
goes on a label.

It added that price approvals

and increases (by gover nment)
are swathed in opacity and dis-
cretionary powers, with little
or no transparency, no clear
process laid down in law and no
guiding principle.

About the sugar industry, the
report said, one of the primary
problems faced by the industry
is the pricing of sugarcane.
The price for sugarcane, known
as Fair and Remunerative Price
(FRP) is fixed based on the re-
covery rate and other parame-
ters, by the Commission for Ag-
ricultural Costs and Prices.

“However, state government
have got into the habit of an-
nouncing their own price
known as State Advised Price
(SAP),” the study noted.
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14"September 2019 India Horizon 03 New Delhi/English

Indian “Horizon

Sugar, Alcohol and Tourism together created

employment for nearly 80 million people in India
in 2018, says Pahle India Foundation report

New Delhi, 13 September 2019:-

The report, unveiled by Mr Amitabh
Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog.at an event or-
ganised in New Delhi

Speaking at the event Mr Kant in
his key-note address said Pahle India
Foundation's report looks at sugar,
dico-bev and tourtsm industries as an
integrated value chain, and, suggests
a sectoral approach as the next step in

the EoDB evaluation framework This [

is cerainly worth considering [ find
the selection of these three industries
also quite apt, because it allows for an
evaluation of the division of responsi-
hiities between Centre and states, amd
as a federal economy, our efforts have
to be aligned for scaling up EoDB in In-
dia. This would take us a step forward in

making [ndia the worki's business des-
tination."

Commenting on the study, Ms. Niru-
pama Soundarajan of Pahle India Foun-

dation, said: *The study makes macro
and sector-specific recommendations
to enable better alignment of policy
reforms with the broader economic

agenda of the states. A sector-specific
approach to ease of doing business will
allow states to implement immediate
reforms in sectors that are most cru-
cial to their economy. For example, by
meredy reducing the time taken to grant
approvals for restaurants (PBCL seg-

| ment) from 9 months (o 3 months, the

state will accrue an additional revenue
of INR 38.76 croves, and the sugar mill-

| ers/distillers will receive an additional

revenue of INR 51 facs, which could po-
tentially find its way towards payment
of dues of a sugarcane culthator. The
purpose of these calculations is to show
that by merely reducing the amount of
time for issuing licence, and the govern-
ment incurs no expense in doing so,
there is a significant economic gain.”
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Dainik Jagran

12 New Delhi/Hindi
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Headline: Kant asks states to ease regulation for sugar, liquor industries
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Headline: Kant asks states to ease regulation for sugar, liquor industries
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Headline: Kant asks states to ease regulation for sugar, liquor industries
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[C] Study pitches for mkt-based pricing mechanism for commercial sugar
Cogencis, Friday, Sep 13

NEW DELHTI — The government should free sugar sold for commercial consumpticn from
wvarious pricing mechanisms gowverning the ssector, a report by Fahle India Foundation
said.

Commercial prices should be determined by the market while retail prices may continues
to be in government's kitty, the report recommended, adding that this would help the
industry make up for any reduction made for the retail prices.

Instead of hawving a state adwvised price for sugarcane, sugar mills across the country
should be allowed to pay any price owver and abowe the fair and remuneratiwve price fixed
by the government, depending upon their economic status, it said.

"A higher sugarcane price is economically beneficial for the farmer, but adverse for

the miller. Lack of alignment between prices of sugarcane and sugar results in high
dues for farmers, lack of trust between both parties and an owerall negative
sentiment, ™ the policy think tank said.

Sugar mills in the country owe owver 70 bln rupees of cane dues to farmers.
Cane payments should also be made within &80 dawys of the purchase, it said.

"The decision to share rewvenues from sugar and its by-products should rest entirely
with the miller...since the role of the farmer i= limited to supply of harvested
sugarcane, it would be unfair to mandate the milers to share rewvenue generated from
innovation and other walue-added services,™ the report said.

The Rangarajan Committee has recommsended a revenue sharing model between farmers and
sugar mills.

In order to boost exports, gowvernment should prowide transport and handling charges
to sugar mills, replace the subsidy with wvalue—added benefits such as guality assurance
training, packaging, agricultural support to farmers, access to markets and marketing,
and sign preferential trade agreements through the World Trade Organisation.

Looking at the dire need to get rid of excess =tocks of 14.5 mln tn, the gowernment
announced a subsidy of 62.7 bln rupees to export & mln tn sugar in 2018-20 (Oct-Sep) .

Fost goods and services tax, =sugar cess which contributed to the Sugar Dewvelopment
Find was abolished. To help mills in times of a financial crisis, they should contribute
some amount to the fund, depending on their profit margins, the [N said.

The gowvernment should also ensure that all registered associations invest a minimum
amount to the research and development, a part of which could be used in dewveloping

cluster farms, drip irrigation and zero discharge plants, the report said.

To bring sugar manufacturers, and gur and khandsari producers at par, the latter should

be included im the formal sugar sector. It would prowide them with better access to
credit to expand their operations, help farmers improve their aggregate income, and
improwve guality of the end-product, it said.

The _ pointed to stiff regulation of sugar sector in India.

From "area allocation, purchase price of sugarcane, guantity of sugarcane purchased,
gquantity of sugar released, and the selling price of sugar”™, all are decided by the
Centre, it =said.

Oon the cother hand, gur and khandsari manufacturers have the advantage of procuring,
producing and selling their produce according to their business reguirements.

In order to improve the recovery rate of sugar, farmers should be encouraged to develop
sucrose—rich warieties that consume less water and are resistant to local pests, it

suggested. This would also help in reducing the cost of production of sugar which is
S rupees higher than the government-mandated minimum selling price of 31 rupees a kg.

The low recovery rate inm India is mainly because of low guality inputs used by farmers
and lack of training and infrastructure support to them. The highest India has sesn
i=s 12.4% recowvery rate at a mill in Uttar Pradesh because of high guality input used
for cane production, it said.

In order to increase ethanol blending with petrol, the storage and blending capacities
of oil marketing companies =should be increased as government has been encouraging
production of the bio-fuel and currently the blending rate is wvery low in the country,
the note from the policy think tank said.

The government"s biofuel policy aims to achieve 7% ethancol blending with petrol in
2019-20 at 2.6 bln ltr, and 10% by 2020-22.

The report also suggests doing away with restrictions on movement of ethanol across
state borders.

"Mowvement of by-products of sugar must be de-controlled. Harnataka has made ethanol
control free, however molasses movemsent is still regulated. . .Easing these norms will
hawve a positiwve impact for the alcohol beverages sector,™ Pahle India Foundation said.

At a time when sugar sector is undergoing tremendous stress and financial health of
mills are not in a good shape, ethanol seems the only breather, it said. End
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THE ASIAN AGE

Govt keen to bring India among top 25 countries in
ease of business: Kant

New Delhi: NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on Saturday said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi is keen
that India is in the top 50 countries in the ease of doing business in the next two years and governments'
next target is to bring the country among the first 25 in next five years.

Launching the report published by Pahle India Foundation on the ease of doing business here, he said it
is important that India grows rapidly as it is going through demographic transition which rarely happens
in history.

"We need to lift a vast segment of the population above the poverty line. There is a need to improve the
ease of doing business. We have to do away with the rules and regulation brought over the years. Our
government has already scrapped 1300 laws," he said.

Kant said digitisation is imperative for the growth of the country and the government has tried to digitise
every sector of the economy in the past five years.

He said the government has tried to cut away human intervention and that is a reason why India was
able to rise in ease of doing business rankings.

India's rank in the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business 2019 survey climbed 23 places to 77.

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants India among top 50 on ease of doing business index in the next
two years, The governments' next target is to bring India in top 25 in next five years," Kant said.

Pahle India Foundation's report looks at sugar, alco-bev and tourism industries as an integrated value
chain and suggests a sectoral approach as the next step in the ease of doing business evaluation
framework."

The report - An Integrated Value Chain Approach to Ease of Doing Business: A Case Study of Sugar, Alco-
Bev, and Tourism - states that three industry sectors alone provided employment to nearly 80 million
people in India in 2018.
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Govt keen to bring India among top 25 countries
in ease of business: Kant

Govt has tried to cut away human intervention and that is a reason why India was able to
rise in ease of doing business rankings.

B NITI Azyog CEQ Amitabh Kant.

New Delhi: NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on Saturday said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is keen that India is in the top 50 countries in the ease of doing
business in the next two years and governments' next target is to bring the
country among the first 25 in next five years.

Launching the report published by Pahle India Foundation on the ease of doing
business here, he said it is important that India grows rapidly as it is going
through demographic transition which rarely happens in history.
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‘Liquor sales in India to triple by
2022, but red tape binds the
industry’

Moreover, being a state subject, the industry has to deal with multiple authorities to get a large
number of clearances to do business.

With change in demographics, improvement in standards of living and higher disposable
incomes, the annual consumption of alcoholic beverages in India would reach 16.8 billion
litres by the end of 2022 from 5.94 billion litres in 2018, according to the estimates of an
independent market research report. The Pahle India Foundation report on Ease of Doing
Business, however, points out that the alcoholic-beverages industry in the country faces a
myriad of restrictive policies and complex, excessive regulation.

The report said that despite the growing significance of the sector since 1990s, its potential to
generate revenues for the states, and the recent importance given to improving Ease of Doing
Business in India, the industry is rarely awarded the same importance that other
manufacturing sectors get. Budget estimates for the total excise revenue generated hy the
alcoholic-beverages industry alone in 2019-20 is to the tune of Rs1.4 lakh crore, an increase of
15 per cent from last year’s revised estimates.
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United News of India

India's Multi Lingual News Agency

Sugar, Alcohol and Tourism together Created Employment
for Nearly 8o Million People in India in 2018, says Pahle
India Foundation Report

Pahle India Foundation (PIF) — an FCRA certified, not-for-profit policy think-tank — in its latest
report titled “An Integrated Value Chain Approach to Ease of Doing Business: A Case Study of
Sugar, Aleo-Bev, and Tourism” has pointed out that these three industry sectors under study together
provided employment to nearly 8o million people in India in 2018.

The report, unveiled by Mr. Amitabh Kant, CEQ, NITI Aavog, at an event organised in India Habitat
Centre, New Delhi on 13 September, 2019, recommends an integrated sectoral approach to EoDB for
more quantifiable gains in state GDP. It examines three industries as case studies, viz. sugar, alecholic
beverages, and tourism, to show how a small reform in one of these sectors can create cumulative economic
impact across the value chain and for the state because of their inter-linkages.

Speaking at the event Mr. Kant in his key-note address said, “DPIIT’s ranking of states for EoDE was
initiated by me when I was Secretary, when it was still known as DIPP. The framework for the ranking is
an evolving process. Pahle India Foundation’s report looks at sugar, aleo-bev and tourism industries as
an integrated value chain, and, suggests a sectoral approach as the next step in the EoDE evaluation
framework. This is certainly worth considering. I find the selection of these three industries also quite
apt, because it allows for an evaluation of the division of responsibilities betiveen Centre and stafes, and
as a federal economy, our efforts have fo be aligned for sealing up EoDB in India. This would take us a
step forward in making India the world’s business destination.”
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Business Standard

Government keen to bring India
among top 25 countries in ease
of business rankings: Kant

MITI Aayog CEC Amitabh Kant on Saturday said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is keen that India is in
the top 50 countries in the ease of doing business in
the next two years and governments' next target is to
bring the country among the first 25 in next five years.

Launching the report published by Pahle India
Foundation on the ease of doing business here, he
said it is important that India grows rapidly as itis
going through demographic transition which rarely
happens in history.

"We need to lift a vast segment of the population
above the poverty line. There is a need to improve the
ease of doing business. We have to do away with the
rules and regulation brought over the years. Our
government has already scrapped 1300 laws,” he said.

Kant said digitisation is imperative for the growth of
the country and the government has tried to digitise
every sector of the economy in the past five years.

He said the government has tried to cut away human
intervention and that is a reason why India was able

to rise in ease of doing business rankings.
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Improving ease of doing
business: Think tank moots
sector-based model

While the World Bank's ranking rests on ease of doing business in Mumbai and Delhi, the DPIIT's
is based on reforms done in states

"Much of the investment, much of the decision making, much of what happens in India happens in
states and therefore we need to make states easy and simple,” Amitabh Kant, Chief Executive, NITI
Aayog

Pahle India Foundation, a policy think tank, has come
out with its model of ease of doing business, which is
different from those compiled by the World Bank and
the Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIT). The foundation said the
rankings by the World Bank and the DPIIT on ease of
doing business have not led to discernible differences
in the economic conditions at the ground level.
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Outdated laws hampering sugar
sector

About the sugar industry, the report said, one of the primary problems faced by the industry is
the pricing of sugarcane.

NEW DELHI: Outdated laws and rigid licensing norms are impacting the growth potential of
three sectors — sugar, tourism and alcohol-beverage, which had provided eight crore jobs in
India last year, said a study by Pahle India Foundation. While the Central government has
been proactive in weeding out outdated laws and practices, there hasn’t been much push
from state governments, it said.

The study said that an alcoholic beverage manufacturer needs 50 brand registrations to sell
five products in 10 states and the process of getting a label registered may take anywhere
between 30-60 days. Moreover, the process for renewing licensing and getting registrations
are done offline in many states and there is a lack of coordination between State Excise, Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India and other departments on what goes on a label.

It added that price approvals and increases (by government) are swathed in opacity and
discretionary powers, with little or no transparency, no clear process laid down in law and no
guiding principle.

Abhout the sugar industry, the report said, one of the primary problems faced by the industry
is the pricing of sugarcane. The price for sugarcane, known as Fair and Remunerative Price
(FRP) is fixed based on the recovery rate and other parameters, by the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices.

“However, state government have got into the habit of announcing their own price known as
State Advised Price (SAP),” the study noted.
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Delhi-based think-tank calls for integrated

value chain approach to speed up growth

In a just released study, PIF looks at three interlinked sectors - sugar, alcoholic beverages and
tourism - to see how ease of doing business measures adopted by one sector can impact the

fortunes of the other two

Delhi-based think-tank Pahle India Foundation (PIF) has
advocated a new integrated value chain approach to make the
government's ease of doing business (EoDB) measures more
effective. In a just released study, PIF looks at three interlinked
industry sectors - sugar, alcoholic beverages and tourism - to
see how EoDB measures adopted by one sector can impact the
fortunes of the other two.

"For example, by merely reducing the time taken to grant
approvals for restaurants from nine months to three months,
the state will accrue an additional revenue of Rs 38.76 crore,
and the sugar millers/distillers will receive an additional
revenue of Rs 51 lakh, which could potentially find its way
towards payment of dues of a sugarcane cultivator,” Nirupama
Soundarajan of PIF says. According to her, the study makes
macro and sector-specific recommendations to enable better
alignment of policy reforms with the broader economic agenda
of the states. "A sector-specific approach to ease of doing
business will allow states to implement immediate reforms in
sectors that are most crucial to their economy. The purpose of
these calculations is to show that by merely reducing the
amount of time for issuing licence (and the government incurs
no expense in doing soo, there is a significant economic gain,"
she explains.
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Government keen
to bring India
among top 25
countries in ease
of business
rankings: Kant

New Delhi [India], Sep 14 (ANI): NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on Saturday said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
keen that India is in the top 50 countries in the ease of doing business in the next two years and governments' next
target is to bring the country among the first 25 in next five years.

Launching the report published by Pahle India Foundation on the ease of doing business here, he said it is important
that India grows rapidly as it is going through demaographic transition which rarely happens in history.

"We need to lift a vast segment of the population above the poverty line. There is a need to improve the ease of daing
business. We have to do away with the rules and regulation brought over the years. Our government has already
scrapped 1300 laws," he said.

Kant said digitisation is imperative for the growth of the country and the government has tried to digitise every sector of
the economy in the past five years.

He said the government has tried to cut away human intervention and that is a reason why India was able to rise in ease
of doing business rankings.

India's rank in the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business 2019 survey climbed 23 places to 77.

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants India among top 50 on ease of doing business index in the next two years. The
governments' next target is to bring India in top 25 in next five years " Kant said.

Pahle India Foundation's report looks at sugar, alco-bev and tourism industries as an integrated value chain and
suggests a sectoral approach as the next step in the ease of doing business evaluation framework "
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Pahle India Foundation moots

model of ease of doing business

NITI Aayog CEO says report worth considering

Delhi-based think-tank Pahle India Foundation (PIF) in its report, ‘An

Integrated Value Chain Approach to Ease of Doing Business: A Case Study

of Sugar, Alco-Bev, and Tourism', has recommended an integrated

sectoral approach to improve government's ease of doing business and

state GDPs. The report noted that the three industries, sugar, alcoholic

beverages and tourism, together provided employment to about 80

million people in 2018. According to NITI Aayog's Chief Executive Officer

(CEQ) Amitabh Kant, PIF’'s recommendation is worth considering. While

pointing out that India looks to improve the EoDB ranking to top 30 in

the next two years, Kant said improvement at the state level is needed to

achieve the target.
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India Finance News

Improving ease of doing business: Think tank
moots sector-based model

Pahle India Foundation, a policy think tank, has come out with its model of ease of
doing business, which 1s different from those compiled by the World Bank and the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). The foundation said
the rankings by the World Bank and the DPIIT on ease of doing business have not led to

discernible differences in the economic conditions at the ground level.

“In fact, studies state that there 13 an insignificant, even 1f positive, impact of ease of
doing business parameters on either economic growth or on mvestment per se.” the

foundation said in a statement.
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

States need to do away with huge
regulations for sugar, alco-bev
industries: Kant

New Delhi, Sep 13 () NITI Aayog
CEO Amitabh Kant on Friday
called upon states to ease
regulations for sugar, alcohol
beverages and tourism sectors
to help improve the country's
Doing Business ranking.

Kant highlighted that tourism, alcohol-beverages and sugar industries have the
potential to generate jobs and fuel India's growth story.

Government at best can be a facilitator, a catalyst, he noted, adding that wealth
creation has to be done by the private sector and therefore, there is a need to do
away with all these rules and regulations which have been amassed over the years.

Kant was speaking at the launch Ease of Doing Business in India report based upon
a case study of sugar, alcohol-beverage and tourism industries.

While noting that India looks to improve the ease of business ranking to top 30 in
the next two years, Kant pointed out that improvement at the state level is needed to
achieve the target.

"Much of the investment, much of the decision making, much of what happens in
India happens in states and therefore we need to make states easy and simple,” he
explained. India ranks 77th the World Bank's latest Doing Business report.

While acknowledging improvement by states in their rankings at the national level,
he pointed out that some of the sectors are still heavily controlled by them.

"There is a massive amount of control by the states in terms of rules and regulation
procedures and actually there are several sectors which are still persistent with the
inspector raj,” he explained.
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Business Standard

Sugar, Alcohol and Tourism
created 80 million jobs in 2018-
report from Pahle India
Foundation

Pahle India Foundation (PIF) - an FCRA certified, not-
for-profit policy think-tank - in its latest report titled
'An Integrated Value Chain Approach to Ease of Doing

Business

The report, unveiled by Amitabh Kant, CEQ, NITI
Aayog, at an event organised in India Habitat Centre,
New Delhi on 13th September, 2019, recommends an
integrated sectoral approach to EoDE for more
guantifiable gains in state GDP. It examines three
industries as case studies, viz sugar, alcoholic
beverages, and tourism, to show how a small reform
in one of these sectors can create cumulative
economic impact across the value chain and for the
state because of their inter-linkages.
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Business Standard

States must ease sugar sector norms for better Ease of Doing Biz rank: Kant

NITI Aavog CEO Amitabh Kant on Friday called upon states to ease regulations for sugar,

alcohol beverages and tourism sectors to help improve the country's Doing Business ranking,.

"A sector-specific approach to ease of doing business will allow states to implement

immediate reforms in sectors that are most crucial to their economy. For example, by merely

reducing the time taken to grant approvals for restaurants (PBCL segment) from 9
months to 3 months, the state will acerue an additional revenue of Rs 38.76 crore, and
the sugar millers/distillers will receive an additional revenue of Rs 51 lakh which could potentially

find its wayv towards payment of dues of a sugarcane cultivator,” said Nirupama

Soundarajan of Pahle India Foundation.
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States must work to improve nation’s
‘Doing Business’ rank: Kant

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on Friday called
upon States to relax regulations for sugar, alcohol
beverages and tourism sectors to help improve
the country’s ‘Doing Business’ ranking.

Kant said that tourism, alcohol-beverages and
sugar industries have the potential to generate
jobs and fuel India’s growth story.

The Government, at best, can be a facilitator, a
catalyst, he said, adding that wealth creation has
to be done by the private sector and there is a
need to do away with all these rules and
regulations.

Kant was speaking at the launch Ease of Doing
Business in India report based on a case study of
sugar, alcohol-beverage and tourism industries.

While pointing out that India looks to improve
the ‘ease of business’ ranking to top 30 in the next
two years, Kant said improvement at the State

level is needed to achieve the target.
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Government keen to bring India among top 25 countries in
ease of business rankings: Kant

New Delhi [India], Sep 14 (ANI): NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on Saturday said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is keen that India is in the top 50 countries in the ease of
doing business in the next two years and governments' next target is to bring the
country among the first 25 in next five years.

Launching the report published by Pahle India Foundation on the ease of doing business
here, he said it is important that India grows rapidly as it is going through demographic
transition which rarely happens in history.

"We need to lift a vast segment of the population above the poverty line. There is a need
to improve the ease of doing business. We have to do away with the rules and regulation
brought over the years. Qur government has already scrapped 1300 laws,” he said.

Kant said digitisation is imperative for the growth of the country and the government
has tried to digitise every sector of the economy in the past five years.

He said the government has tried to cut away human intervention and that is a reason
why India was able to rise in ease of doing business rankings.

India's rank in the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business 2019 survey climbed 23 places
to 77.

"Prime Minister Narendra Modi wants India among top 50 on ease of doing business
index in the next two years. The governments’ next target is to bring India in top 25 in

next five years,” Kant said.
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Sugar, Alcohol and Tourism created 80 million jobs in 2018-
report from Pahle India Foundation

New Delhi [India] Sept 13 (ANI/NewsVoir): Pahle India Foundation (PIF) - an FCRA
certified, not-for-profit policy think-tank - in its latest report titled 'An Integrated Value
Chain Approach to Ease of Doing Business: A Case Study of Sugar, Alco-Bev, and
Tourism' has pointed out that these three industry sectors under study together provided
employment to nearly 80 million people in India in 2018.

The report, unveiled by Amitabh Kant, CEQ, NITI Aayog, at an event organised in India
Habitat Centre, New Delhi on 13th September, 2019, recommends an integrated sectoral
approach to EoDB for more quantifiable gains in state GDP. It examines three industries
as case studies, viz sugar, alcoholic beverages, and tourism, to show how a small
reform in one of these sectors can create cumulative economic impact across the value
chain and for the state because of their inter-linkages.

"'DPIIT's ranking of states for EoDB was initiated by me when | was Secretary, when it
was still known as DIPP. The framework for the ranking is an evolving process. Pahle
India Foundation's report looks at sugar, alco-bev and tourism industries as an
integrated value chain, and, suggests a sectoral approach as the next step in the EcDB
evaluation framework. This is certainly worth considering. | find the selection of these
three industries also quite apt, because it allows for an evaluation of the division of
responsibilities between Centre and states, and as a federal economy, our efforts have
to be aligned for scaling up EoDB in India. This would take us a step forward in making

India the world's business destination,’ said Amitabh Kant.
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MONEY

To Grow Rapidly, India Needs To Scrap Regulations Piled Up
Over Years: NITI Aayog CEO

Adding a lot of rules and regulations year after year has made India extremely complex to do business
in and there is a need to do away with all those rules to improve ease of doing business (EoDB) in the
country, NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said on Friday.

“There is no substitute to growth. Growth provides the impetus to eliminating poverty and providing
jobs. But one critical factor of growth is that countries have to become easy and simple,” he said while
unveiling a report by policy think-tank Pahle India Foundation.

Speaking at the event, Kant said that in India, policymakers added a lot of rules and regulations year
after year and made the country “extremely complex and complicated to do business”.

“My belief is that government at best can be a facilitator and wealth creation has to be done by the
private sector. Therefore, we need to do away with all these rules and regulations which we have drawn
over the years,” he said.

The NITI Aayog CEO added that it would be very difficult for the Indian economy to grow at high rates
of eight to nine percent per annum on a sustained basis over a three decade period without making
India easy and simple.

“It is important that India grows rapidly because we are passing through a window of demographic
transition which rarely happens in history. Our average age is 29 and we need to lift a vast segment of
our population above the poverty line. Post World War I, several countries have done that. Japan,
Korea, Taiwan and China are some examples who have grown for almost two decades at high rates
and that is why they were able to lift huge number of people above the poverty line,” he said.
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Outlook

MONEY

Integrated Value Chain Approach Needed for Ease of Doing
Business: Pahle India Report

There is a need for an integrated value chain approach to Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) in order to
achieve more guantifiable gains and better results for the states, a new study has found. The study by
Pahle India Foundation was released on Friday by NITI Aayog CEQ Amitabh Kant.

The report titled “An Integrated Value Chain Approach to Ease of Doing Business: A Case Study of
Sugar, Alcohol Beverages and Tourism Sectors” recommends that states should be allowed to choose
the sectors that are most important to them for prioritizing reforms.

Citing the case of the three sectors chosen because of their interconnectivity — sugar industry being
input industry for alcoholic beverages sector and tourism being the output sector - it also
recommends that reforms should be across the entire value chain including sectors that have
backward and forward linkages for greater impact on economy.

India’s rank in the World Bank's EoDB study improved from 130 in 2017 to 100 in 2018. The country's
rank went up subsequently to 77 this year. The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) developed a Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP) and a system for ranking states’
performances to undertake reforms for facilitating EoDB.

“While this reform plan has had some impact, as seen from India’s rankings, there are still deep-seated
issues that need to be dealt with. The limitations of the World Bank's EoDB study is that it only
considers two cities — Mumbai and Delhi, and does not factor in regional or sectoral diversity,” the
report said.
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Outlook

States need to do away with huge regulations for sugar,

alco-bev industries: Kant

New Delhi, Sep 13 NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on Friday called upon states to ease
regulations for sugar, alcohol beverages and tourism sectors to help improve the countrys
Doing Business ranking.

Kant highlighted that tourism. alcohol-beverages and sugar industries have the potential to
generate jobs and fuel India"s growth story.

Government at best can be a facilitator, a catalyst, he noted. adding that wealth creation has
to be done by the private sector and therefore. there 1s a need to do away with all these
rules and regulations which have been amassed over the years.

Kant was speaking at the launch Ease of Doing Business in India report based upon a case
study of sugar. alcohol-beverage and tourism industries.

"A sector-specific approach to ease of doing busiess will allow states to implement immediate reforms in sectors that are most crucial
to their economy. For example, by merely reducing the time taken to grant approvals for restaurants (PBCL segment) from 9 months
to 3 months, the state will accrue an additional revenue of Rs 38.76 crore, and the sugar millers/distillers will receive an additional
revenue of Rs 51 lakh which could potentially find its way towards payment of dues of a sugarcane cultivator," said Nirupama
Soundarajan of Pahle India Foundation.

The report recommends that in place of following the generic method of ranking, a sectoral approach should be adopted.
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moneycontrol

Around 12-15 licences needed to start a hospitality venture: Report

The two major concerns of the hospitality and food services industries are prohibitive costs
of starting a business and delays in obtaining licences and permits, the report said

India requires somewhere
between 12 to 15 licences to begin
a hospiatlity venture while the
international average is 5,
according to a report on Ease of
Doing Business by Pahle India
Foundation, a not-for-profit
policy think tank.

Licences for the hospitality
sector are not easy to acguire
as there is no clarity on whether

the sector comes under the

"Even though Schedule VII of the Constitution of India does clearly state that what finds no mention in any

of the lists, are considered to be part of the central list, but we know that this is not the case,” the report said.

Licences and no objection certificates for the hospitality sector have to be procured not only from central

government entities, such as Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), or state level entities like

the excise, but also from hyper local institutions, such as, police, traffic police, fire department, and the local

municipality.
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moneycontrol

Editor’s Take | The new ease of doing business report by Pahle India

foundation

The report was focused on three interconnected sectors -- sugar, alcoholic beverages, and

tourism.

Pahle India foundation, a not-for-
profit policy think tank, released
a report on ease of doing

business.

The report was focused on three
interconnected sectors -- sugar,

alcoholic beverages, and tourism.

Pramiti Lonkar chats with
Moneycontrol Deputy Executive
Editor Gaurav Choudhary to find
out the problems highlighted by
this report.
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moneycontrol

In India, an alcoholic beverage manufacturer needs 50 brand
registrations to sell 5 products in 10 states!

The process of getting a label registered may take anywhere between 30-60 days.

If an alcoholic beverage
manufacturer produces five
products which he wants to sell
in 10 states, he has to first
register each brand in all the
states (50 brand registration
processes), and then register a
different label for each of the
brands in all the states (50 label
registration processes), a report
on Ease of Doing Business by

Pahle India Foundation has found.

"Some states also mandate independent label registration for different size
bottles. This means, if a company has, for argument sake, 10 brands, and each brand has three standard

bottle sizes, then the company has to register 30 labels in one state in one year,” the report said.
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In India, an alcoholic beverage needs to be registered separately in
every state of sale

The report identifies three interconnected sectors — sugar, alcoholic beverages, and
tourism. The three specific sectors were chosen as all the three sectors are co-dependent

If an alcoholic beverage
manufacturer in India wants to
sell one product in ten states of
the country, the manufacturer is
required to register that brand
separately with all ten state
governments, a report by Pahle
India Foundation, a not-for-profit
policy think tank, has found.

The organisation has conducted

research on an integrated value

chain approach to ease of doing business and has found that a uniform implementation would lead to better

results for states in achieving ease of doing business.

"The reforms that are being executed as detailed by the BRAP (Business Reform Action Plan) framework
may not necessarily have the desired impact on certain sectors that are most important for the state, to
increase its GSDP," the report says.

The report identifies three interconnected sectors — sugar, alcoholic beverages, and tourism. The authors
conducted interviews stakeholders across the value chain for all three sectors, like businesses houses,
farmer groups, alcohol distributors, alcohol retailers, and restaurant owners among others.
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A better farmer-miller relationship can fetch higher prices for
sugarcane: Report

"The—éomplicated pricmg—mechanism has resulted in rising farmer dues. The miller alone
cannot be held responsible for this," the report said.

It is essential to cultivate a healthy farmer-miller relationship to
mitigate risks such as assured off take of sugarcane or timely payment

of dues, according to a new report on Ease of Doing business by
Pahle Foundation, a not-for-profit policy think tank.

"The economic prosperity of a mill depends on availability of high-
quality sugarcane, price of sugar, and gains from by-products. Since
the first two depend on the timely availability of sugarcane, the
importance of the farmer-miller relationship once again comes to the
forefront," the report said.
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Sugar, Alcohol and
Tourism created 80
million jobs In
2018- report from

Pahle India
Foundation

New Delhi [India] Sept 13 (ANI/NewsVoir): Pahle India Foundation (PIF) - an FCRA
certified, not-for-profit policy think-tank - in its latest report titled 'An Integrated Value Chain

Approach to Ease of Doing Business: A Case Study of Sugar, Alco-Bev, and Tourism' has

pointed out that these three industry sectors under study together provided employment to

nearly 80 million people in India in 2018.

The report, unveiled by Amitabh Kant, CEQ, NITI Aayog, at an event organised in India

Habitat Centre, New Delhi on 13th September, 2019, recommends an integrated sectoral

approach to EcDB for more quantifiable gains in state GDP. It examines three industries

as case studies, viz sugar, alcoholic beverages, and tourism, to show how a small reform

in one of these sectors can create cumulative economic impact across the value chain

and for the state because of their inter-linkages.
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